
Term Four is well on its way and we are almost to the end of October already! This term will continue to fly by and
there is a lot we need to do. Over the rest of this term, we will focus on:
1. Mental health and wellbeing; as always this will be one of our highest priorities, particularly the mental health of
our students and staff. If you have concerns about your child please get in touch with the school so we can organise
some supports for them. A reminder, Headspace come to our school on a Monday, the doctor comes every week on a
Tuesday, our Mental Health Practitioner, Tammy comes on a Monday and Wednesday and our School Nurse, Nicola is
here on a Tuesday and Thursday.
2. Learning;  this is so important that all students continue on their learning journey and are getting the most out of
each class. They can do this by being ready to learn and having their equipment with them.
3. Transitions; We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from Grade 6 into Year
7, moving up through our school and the Year 12s moving into employment or further education and training.
 
Year 12
I can’t believe that it’s that time of the Year where we have said good-bye and good luck to our year 12 students.
Students completing exams, will need to be more focused at home and leave the fun until their exams have finished.
We are competing with the rest of the State when it comes to the scores obtained. As a result we need to do all we can
to ensure that our young people get the most out of the time they are with us. I know that many of the Year 12 staff
will be offering study sessions before their exams, make the most of these opportunities. Good luck and as always if
you need that extra help ask your teachers.
To all our Year 12 students, make sure that you finish strong and I wish you all the best in finding a job or moving onto
further education and remember we are always here for you.
 
Headstart Program/Exams
We are starting to receive enquiries from families in regards to our end of year arrangements. Our Assessment / exam
week runs from Monday 13th November to Friday 17th November, where the Friday is a catch up day for any students
who have missed any assessments. Headstart for 2024 Year 11 and 12 students will run over the next two weeks
(Monday 20th  November – Friday 1st December).

I do ask that all families resist taking their sons/daughters out of school early to go on a family holidays and therefore
miss out on our Headstart program. We value this highly in getting our students up and running before 2024 starts.
Most schools in the State have a similar program, these are the schools we will be competing with when it comes to
VCE and VCEVM and VPC scores. 
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Great start to Term 4, with some great weather and students have been compliant when reminded to put
on a hat when outside. It is important in term 4 that all students wear a bucket hat when participating in
outdoor activities, this is compulsory and school policy. UV radiation can’t be seen or felt which is why it is
easy to be caught out. It’s not like the sun’s light or heat which we can see or feel. This makes the sun
protection message challenging for teens as it’s not always obvious when sun protection is required. School
hats are sold at the office for $14.

Students have been bringing soft drink, energy drinks etc to school, particularly after lunch. This can
interrupt their learning and the learning of others. It is school policy that students are to bring water only,
this reduces rubbish, and helps students concentrate in class. If any students require a reusable drink
bottle, please contact Tiana from the Wellbeing Team.

Attendance is important to student learning. Please if your child is unwell or has a medical appointment,
please contact Judy or Alana in the front office so it is not recorded as an unexplained absence.  The office
number is 5527 1303. All students are required to attend each day unless attending Work Placements or
VET. 

Year 12 worked hard over the previous weeks to finish work in preparation for school completion and
exams. It has been sad to watch them leave after six years in our school community. We look forward to
hearing about their journey after school. 
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CONGRATULATIONS
CHLOE TODD!

WOOD RAFFLE WINNER

Celebrating the Year 12s
last day of school with a

morning tea.



HDSC IMPORTANT INFORMATION
TERM 4

Friday 27th October - Live4Life Celebration Event 

Monday 6th November - Curriculum Day:
No students required at school

Tuesday 7th November  -
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Friday 17thNovember - Year 12 Formal at the HFNC

Monday 27th November to 1st December - 
Year 10 Headstart

Friday 1st December - Last Day for Year 11

Monday 4th December - Activities Week 
Victorian Student Health and Wellbeing Survey (VSHAWS)

 All answers are confidential
Students can skip any question that they prefer not to answer

The information students provide is very important to us and we ask that students answer questions as
truthfully as they can.

The Victorian Student Health and Wellbeing Survey (VSHAWS) investigates the possible effects of health and
social issues on the healthy development of young people.

The research will invite young people to report on their health behaviours including substance use and related
problem behaviours and their social relationships.  It will also investigate a range of social and individual

factors that are known to influence health and wellbeing.

The survey will involve students in Year 5, Year 8 and Year 11 from schools across Victoria.  Data will be
reported at a state-wide level and for 17 key geographical areas.  A student’s individual data will not be able to
be identified as the survey is anonymous.  School level data will only be reported to the principals of individual

schools where students cannot be identified.

Student participation in this survey is completely voluntary.  An information pack will be provided via email in
the next couple of weeks.

Parents will be able to opt out their child/ren from participating .  If you wish your child not to participate
please call the school on 5527 1303.

There will be a blank copy of the student survey on file and parents/carers can view the survey questions at the
school office.

At the beginning of the class of the survey, students will be asked to read the following statement:



STANDING TALL - TERM 3

Standing Tall end of term cooking activity included
mentors and student participants getting together for
an Italian feast!  On the menu was Spaghetti
Bolognese, focaccia bread and green salad.

Thank you to our wonderful mentors for
your contributions.  We are so grateful for
all your time and effort you dedicate
towards supporting our young people.



STANDING TALL - TERM 4

Tears were shed as Alice Pumpa and her wonderful mentor,
Sam, had their final mentoring catch up through Standing
Tall.

Sam started as Alice's mentor during Year 7 and has been
with her through thick and thin! We've watched Alice grow
from a quiet, reserved young student to a model School
Captain, representing our school with pride and integrity. 

Our deepest gratitude to Sam for your dedication in
supporting our amazing Alice. The bond that you've created
is sure to last a lifetime. We wish Alice the very best in her
final VCE examinations and all there is to come in life
beyond HDSC! 



Smoothie Day 12-10-23





YEAR 9/10 CRICKET - 17 OCTOBER 2023

Full report to
come!



SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION WITH 12
MONTHS FREE INTERNET AT HOME 

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to provide free home internet for one year for up
to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged students. 

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this initiative across the country. 

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child 
Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more likely to engage in classroom activities. 

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn how to safely use the internet and take part
in a world that is more reliant on digital technology. 

Eligibility 
To be eligible, families must: 

• have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2023
• not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home* (having a mobile internet service does not affect

eligibility) 
• live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard connection.  NBN Co will check this for you

after you apply
• register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for eligibility.

*If an address has been disconnected within 14 days prior to an eligibility check – the address will be classified as ineligible. There
may be cases where exceptions can be made, please contact the School Student Broadband Initiative team at

SSBI@education.vic.gov.au to discuss further.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works
If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year with a participating internet provider over the
National Broadband Network. Each internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may involve you

providing identification. 

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The initiative does not include devices such as a
computer or tablet. Other members of your household can use the internet service provided through this initiative. 

The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen provider. At the end of the one-year period, you
will not be placed onto a paid service by your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period. 

How to apply
• Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

• Complete the consent form and return to the school.
• NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

• If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a participating internet provider.  This will be
provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal information other than your main home address will be
shared with NBN Co. Please see the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more 
For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit https://www.infrastructure.gov.au




